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Apply for Maharashtra licence in 3 weeks, SC tells Uber
SHIVANI SHINDE & PEERZADA ABRAR 

Mumbai/Bengaluru, 13 February 

The Supreme Court on 
Mon day directed Uber 
to apply for a licence 

within three weeks to operate 
in Maha rashtra, stressing that 
cab aggregators cannot func-
tion without one. 

A bench led by Chief Justice 
of India (CJI) D Y Chandrachud 
said that an earlier interim order 
by the Supreme Court that had 
allowed Uber to operate in the 
state would not provide legal 
cover, since an aggregator can-
not operate without a licence. It 
ordered Uber to apply for a 

licence by March 6, said a report 
by Bar and Bench. 

The bench also asked the 
Mah arashtra government to 
soon frame guidelines for aggre-
gators. The state must work exp -
editiously towards a policy that 
embodies the framework of the 
Motor Vehicles Act, and “inde-
cision only causes uncertainties 
for the aggregators, which is not 
desirable”, the court said. 

The court was hearing a spe-
cial leave petition filed by Uber 
challenging the Bombay High 
Court order directing it to apply 
for an aggregator licence in 
Maharashtra in compliance 
with the Centre’s Motor Vehicle 

Aggregator Guidelines 2020. 
An email sent to Uber and 

Ola remained unanswered. 
State government officials 

told Business Standard if Uber 
did not comply it will not be 
allowed to run in Maharashtra. 

“With this order, the earlier 
status quo provision that the SC 
had allowed goes away. Uber will 
now have to not only apply for 
licence but also meet all the 
required compliances,” said Vi -
vek Bhimanwar, transport com-

missioner, Maharashtra. Sour -
ces said that one of the state gov-
ernment rules demands aggre-
gators to have 50 offices and 
simulators, which aggregators 
find unreasonable as it is con-
trary to their business model. 

Asked if Monday’s court 
ord er will be applicable to oth-
er cab aggregators such as Ola 
and Rapido, Bhimanwar said: 
“This is for everybody. The 
apex court has categorically 
said that one cannot operate 
without a licence.” 

The Maharashtra govern-
ment has appointed a commit-
tee under the chairmanship of 
former IAS officer Ramakant 
Jha. The panel has been asked 
to submit a report by March 15, 

and the government is expected 
to take a decision by March 31. 

The implications of the court 
directive will be felt in other 
states, too. 

Shaik Salauddin, national 
general secretary, 
Indian Feder ation 
of App based 
Transport Workers, 
welcomed the order 
and said that all 
states must imple-
ment the Motor 
Vehicle Aggregator 
Guidelines 2020. 
“We have always requested the 
Centre that if it comes up with 
an MVA it should order the 
states to implement them as 
well,” he said. 

Cab aggregators across India 
are found to be lacking legiti-
mate licences, Salauddin said, 
adding: “In the past, we have 
seen several run-ins between the 
companies and the Karnataka 

government as well.” 
In December 

2022, the Karnataka 
state transport aut h -
orities refused to re -
new licences of Uber 
and Ola as they had 
not complied with 
rules that included 
installation of GPS 

and panic buttons in the cabs. 
Uber’s operating licence to 

ply cabs under the Karnataka 
On-Demand Transportation 
Technology Aggregators Rule, 

2016, expired in December 2021, 
according to sources. Ola’s 
licence expired in June 2021. 
Since then, it has reapplied for 
licence but its application is 
pending with the state transport 
department. 

In October 2022, the 
Karnataka High Court asked the 
state government to reach an 
understanding with Ola and 
Uber on the fare to be charged 
for auto-rickshaw services 
through their apps. 

Ola and Uber moved court 
challenging an order issued by 
the state transport department 
effectively banning auto-rick-
shaw rides through their apps 
following complaints of over-
charging.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Hyderabad, 13 February  

Indian School of Business (ISB) and 
Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs) 
at Ahmedabad, Bengaluru, Kolkata, 
Indore and Lucknow have figured in 
the Financial Times (FT) Global MBA 
2023 ranking. 

While ISB slipped to 39th rank from 
32nd in 2023, IIMs at Indore and 
Lucknow secured their place in the 
chart. IIM Ahmedabad improved its 
position to 51 from 62 in 2022, a press 
release from FT said. 

However, ISB retained its No. 1 posi-
tion among B-schools in India. 

The Post Graduate Programme 
(PGP) from ISB continues to be ranked 
No. 1 in India in the FT Global MBA 
Ranking 2023. In keeping with its con-
sistent performance over the years in 
these rankings, ISB is the only Indian 
B-school in the top 50 worldwide. It has 
been ranked No. 6 in Asia, a press 
release from Hyderabad-based ISB said. 

Prof Ramabhadran Thirumalai, 
deputy dean, academic programmes, 
ISB, said: “ISB’s consistent ranking as 

the top B-school in India in the FT 
Global MBA Ranking bears testimony 
to its constant endeavour to offer its 
students a research-backed curriculum 
and cutting-edge pedagogy delivered 
by faculty who are thought leaders in 
their areas.” He added that the top rank-
ing also pointed to how well ISB’s alum-
ni were doing in their careers after they 
graduated from the school. 

The weighted salary of ISB gradu-
ates stood at $161,331 while it was 
$186,420 per annum in case of IIM 
Ahmedabad graduates, FT said. 

Columbia Business School in the 
United States topped the global chart, 
followed by Insead France and IESE 
Business School in Spain.

FT rankings: ISB 
retains Indian  
B-school top spot 

State govt told to frame policy; officials say all cab aggregators will need licences

Sour ces said one 
of the state govt 
rules demands 
aggregators to 
have 50 offices 
and simulators, 
which aggregators 
find unreasonable
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Apply for Maharashtra licence in 3 weeks, SC tells Uber
SHIVANI SHINDE & PEERZADA ABRAR 

Mumbai/Bengaluru, 13 February 

The Supreme Court on 
Mon day directed Uber 
to apply for a licence 

within three weeks to operate 
in Maha rashtra, stressing that 
cab aggregators cannot func-
tion without one. 

A bench led by Chief Justice 
of India (CJI) D Y Chandrachud 
said that an earlier interim order 
by the Supreme Court that had 
allowed Uber to operate in the 
state would not provide legal 
cover, since an aggregator can-
not operate without a licence. It 
ordered Uber to apply for a 

licence by March 6, said a report 
by Bar and Bench. 

The bench also asked the 
Mah arashtra government to 
soon frame guidelines for aggre-
gators. The state must work exp -
editiously towards a policy that 
embodies the framework of the 
Motor Vehicles Act, and “inde-
cision only causes uncertainties 
for the aggregators, which is not 
desirable”, the court said. 

The court was hearing a spe-
cial leave petition filed by Uber 
challenging the Bombay High 
Court order directing it to apply 
for an aggregator licence in 
Maharashtra in compliance 
with the Centre’s Motor Vehicle 

Aggregator Guidelines 2020. 
An email sent to Uber and 

Ola remained unanswered. 
State government officials 

told Business Standard if Uber 
did not comply it will not be 
allowed to run in Maharashtra. 

“With this order, the earlier 
status quo provision that the SC 
had allowed goes away. Uber will 
now have to not only apply for 
licence but also meet all the 
required compliances,” said Vi -
vek Bhimanwar, transport com-

missioner, Maharashtra. Sour -
ces said that one of the state gov-
ernment rules demands aggre-
gators to have 50 offices and 
simulators, which aggregators 
find unreasonable as it is con-
trary to their business model. 

Asked if Monday’s court 
ord er will be applicable to oth-
er cab aggregators such as Ola 
and Rapido, Bhimanwar said: 
“This is for everybody. The 
apex court has categorically 
said that one cannot operate 
without a licence.” 

The Maharashtra govern-
ment has appointed a commit-
tee under the chairmanship of 
former IAS officer Ramakant 
Jha. The panel has been asked 
to submit a report by March 15, 

and the government is expected 
to take a decision by March 31. 

The implications of the court 
directive will be felt in other 
states, too. 

Shaik Salauddin, national 
general secretary, 
Indian Feder ation 
of App based 
Transport Workers, 
welcomed the order 
and said that all 
states must imple-
ment the Motor 
Vehicle Aggregator 
Guidelines 2020. 
“We have always requested the 
Centre that if it comes up with 
an MVA it should order the 
states to implement them as 
well,” he said. 

Cab aggregators across India 
are found to be lacking legiti-
mate licences, Salauddin said, 
adding: “In the past, we have 
seen several run-ins between the 
companies and the Karnataka 

government as well.” 
In December 

2022, the Karnataka 
state transport aut h -
orities refused to re -
new licences of Uber 
and Ola as they had 
not complied with 
rules that included 
installation of GPS 

and panic buttons in the cabs. 
Uber’s operating licence to 

ply cabs under the Karnataka 
On-Demand Transportation 
Technology Aggregators Rule, 

2016, expired in December 2021, 
according to sources. Ola’s 
licence expired in June 2021. 
Since then, it has reapplied for 
licence but its application is 
pending with the state transport 
department. 

In October 2022, the 
Karnataka High Court asked the 
state government to reach an 
understanding with Ola and 
Uber on the fare to be charged 
for auto-rickshaw services 
through their apps. 

Ola and Uber moved court 
challenging an order issued by 
the state transport department 
effectively banning auto-rick-
shaw rides through their apps 
following complaints of over-
charging.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Hyderabad, 13 February  

Indian School of Business (ISB) and 
Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs) 
at Ahmedabad, Bengaluru, Kolkata, 
Indore and Lucknow have figured in 
the Financial Times (FT) Global MBA 
2023 ranking. 

While ISB slipped to 39th rank from 
32nd in 2023, IIMs at Indore and 
Lucknow secured their place in the 
chart. IIM Ahmedabad improved its 
position to 51 from 62 in 2022, a press 
release from FT said. 

However, ISB retained its No. 1 posi-
tion among B-schools in India. 

The Post Graduate Programme 
(PGP) from ISB continues to be ranked 
No. 1 in India in the FT Global MBA 
Ranking 2023. In keeping with its con-
sistent performance over the years in 
these rankings, ISB is the only Indian 
B-school in the top 50 worldwide. It has 
been ranked No. 6 in Asia, a press 
release from Hyderabad-based ISB said. 

Prof Ramabhadran Thirumalai, 
deputy dean, academic programmes, 
ISB, said: “ISB’s consistent ranking as 

the top B-school in India in the FT 
Global MBA Ranking bears testimony 
to its constant endeavour to offer its 
students a research-backed curriculum 
and cutting-edge pedagogy delivered 
by faculty who are thought leaders in 
their areas.” He added that the top rank-
ing also pointed to how well ISB’s alum-
ni were doing in their careers after they 
graduated from the school. 

The weighted salary of ISB gradu-
ates stood at $161,331 while it was 
$186,420 per annum in case of IIM 
Ahmedabad graduates, FT said. 

Columbia Business School in the 
United States topped the global chart, 
followed by Insead France and IESE 
Business School in Spain.

FT rankings: ISB 
retains Indian  
B-school top spot 

State govt told to frame policy; officials say all cab aggregators will need licences

Sour ces said one 
of the state govt 
rules demands 
aggregators to 
have 50 offices 
and simulators, 
which aggregators 
find unreasonable


